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Art Unit: 2162 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 18, 22 - 39, 43 - 60, 64 - 107 are pending in this Office action. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1 - 8, 10 - 18, 22 - 29, 31 - 39, 43 - 50. 52 - 60, 64 - 71 and 73-107 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by the Applicants Admitted Prior 
Art (hereinafter "APA"). 

With respect to claim 1 , APA discloses a method of managing file extensions in a 
digital processing system with a user interface and a plurality of files, each file having a 
name that comprises a filename and an extension (Page 1, lines 17-19, page 2, lines 
9-15 and Figure 2), said method comprising: 

associating a file with an indicator, which is separate from an extension (page 2, 
lines 8-17; the displayed name contains both the file name and the extension ... the 
displayed name does not contain the extension) and 

which is user selectable for a single file in the plurality of files in said digital 
processing system (page 2, lines 19-23) 

without effecting other files in the plurality of files (page 3, lines 11-17) and 
which indicates how to display an extension of the file (page 2, line 15); and 
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displaying a displayed name of the file in the user interface in a style 
determined by said indicator (page 2, lines 19 - 22). 

As to claim 2, the style is such that the displayed name contains the extension of 
the file only when said indicator is for showing the extension of the file (page 2, lines 19 
- 22). 

As to claim 3, said indicator Is a bit, a file, an entry in a file, or an entry in a 
database, wherein said indicator in one state indicates hiding the extension and 
said indicator in another state indicates showing the extension (page 2, lines 19 - 22). 

As to claim 4, if the file is newly created with an automatically appended 
extension, then said indicator is set to hide the extension of the file in the user interface 
(page 2, lines 8-11). 

As to claim 5, updating said indicator in response to an input event (page 3, lines 
7-11). 

As to claim 6, the input event is that a new name is specified in the user interface 
for the file (page 3, lines 7 - 1 1). 

As to claim 7, if the new name contains no extension, then said indicator is set to 
hide the extension of the file in the user Interface (page 3, lines 7-11). 

As to claim 8, only the filename of the file is replaced by the new name so that 
the extension of the file is not changed (page 3, lines 7-11). 

As to claim 10, if the new name comprising an extension and a filename, then 
said indicator is set to show the extension of the file in the user interface (page 2, lines 9 
-15). 
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As to claim 1 1 , the filename of the file and the extension of the file are replaced 
by the filename of the new name and the extension of the new name (page 3, lines 4 - 
11). 

As to claim 12, detecting if a first file that has a first filename and a first extension 
has a naming conflict with a second file that has a second filename and a second 
extension, 

wherein said first file has a first displayed name in the user Interface and said 
second file has a second displayed name in the user interface (see Figure 3). 

As to claim 1 3, if the first displayed name is the same as the second displayed 
name, then a naming conflict is detected (see Figure 2). 

As to claim 14, if the first filename and the first extension are the same as the 
second filename and the second extension, then a naming conflict is detected (see 
Figure 2). 

As to claim 15, exporting both the filename of the file and the extension of the file 
to a remote system when the file is transferred to the remote system (page 3, lines 4 - 
6). 

As to claim 16, exporting said indicator to the remote system when the file is 
transferred to the remote system (page 3, lines 4-6). 

As to claim 17, importing both the filename of the file and the extension of the file 
from a remote system when the file Is transferred from the remote system (page 3, lines 
4-6). 
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As to claim 18, importing said indicator from the remote system when the file is 
transferred from the remote system (page 3, lines 4 - 6). 

Claims 22 - 29 and 31 - 39 are essentially the same as claims 1 - 8 and 10-18 
except that it sets forth the claimed invention as a machine-readable media rather than 
a method and rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 43 - 50 and 52 - 60 are essentially the same as claims 1 - 8 and 10-18 
except that it sets forth the claimed invention as a digital processing system rather than 
a method and rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 64 - 71 and 73 - 85 are essentially the same as claims 1 - 8 and 10-18 
except that it sets forth the claimed invention as a processing system rather than a 
method and rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

With respect to claim 86, APA discloses a processing system comprising: 
a processor; a display device coupled to said processor, said display device displaying 
a user interface (figure 2, item 402); and 

a memory coupled to said processor, said memory storing in a file container a 
first file which has a first extension and a first filename (page 2, lines 11-13), said 
memory storing in said file container a second file which has a second filename and a 
second extension (page 3, lines 4-11), said memory storing a first indicator that is 
specific for said first file and is separate from the first extension for the first file (page 2, 
lines 8-17; the displayed name contains both the file name and the extension ... the 
displayed name does not contain the extension) and that indicates the first extension is 
displayed in the user interface in a first style using a first displayed name, said memory 
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storing a second indicator (page 2, lines 8-17; ttie displayed name contains both the 
file name and the extension ... the displayed name does not contain the extension) that 
indicates the second extension is displayed in the user interface in a second style using 
a second displayed name, said processor detects a conflict in naming the first file and 
the second file (page 3, line 1 1 - page 4, line 6). 

With respect to claims 87 and 88, subject matter of claims 87 and 88 are rejected 
in the analysis above in claims 2 - 8 and 10 - 18 and these claims are rejected on that 
basis. 

Subject matter of claims 89 - 98 are rejected in the analysis above in claims 1 - 
8 and 10-18 and 86 and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

With respect to claims 99 - 107, the indicator is not a part of a name of the file 
(APA discloses on page 1, lines 10 - 12 that a user interface associates a type of files 
with an application program so that a standard user operation on one of the files starts 
the associated application program to operate on that file, such as a mouse click; . . . ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 9, 30, 51 and 72 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Al Alam whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4030. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 A.M.- 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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